EMERYVILLE CITY PLANNING COMMISSION
ACTION RECAP
SPECIAL MEETING
NOVEMBER 19, 2012

I.

CONVENE, ROLL CALL, AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairperson Vanessa Kuemmerle.
Commissioners present: Lawrence Cardoza, Gail Donaldson, Steven Steinberg, Sean Moss,
John Scheuerman and Vanessa Kuemmerle. Commissioner Kairee Tann had an excused
absence.

II.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Brian Donahue commented on the Panera Bakery. He stated that after the extensive and
detailed new General Plan was completed, he was very disappointed to see the City allow
Panera Bakery to obtain a permit. There is nothing unique about the bakery and feels the
Commissioners and Planning Director ignored the General Plan in approving this project. He said
approximately 4 million dollars was spent on the General Plan. Supposedly the new bakery
would provide jobs for Emeryville residents. However, they pay only $8.05 per hour with no
benefits. He questioned the ability of anyone living in Emeryville to exist on $8.05 per hour. He
said in the future, hopefully the Planning Commission will be more diligent in approving projects
and adhere to the General Plan.

III.

PUBLIC HEARING
A.

Art.com Roof Sign (SIGN11-013) - Consideration of an amendment to the existing
Art.com sign permit previously approved by the Planning Commission on February 23,
2012 pertaining to conditions limiting the night time operation of the north facing sign.
CEQA Status: This project is exempt from environmental review under State CEQA
Guidelines Section 15301 which applies to the minor alteration of existing public or
private structures, facilities, mechanical equipment, or topographical features involving
negligible or no expansion of use beyond that pre-existing. General Plan Designation:
Mixed Use with Non-residential (MUN). Zoning Designation: Planned Unit Development
(PUD). (Applicant: Art.com.) (Owner: Hines REIT Watergate.) (APN: 49-1495-9).
Outside Counsel for Art.com said they have met with the residents of Pacific Park Plaza
twice and have reached an agreement regarding the Art.com sign. They are satisfied
with the compromise and thanked the staff for working with them. They have agreed to
adjust the lights at sunset and sunrise and having the lighting gold colored during
nighttime hours. They are requesting approval of the amended Conditions of Approval.
The public hearing was opened.
Kris Owens, resident of Pacific Park Plaza, read a letter from Laurie Karzen on behalf of
the resident of Pacific Park Plaza stating they have agreed with Art.com on the resolution
of the Art.com sign's brightness and thanked the City staff for working with them to reach
this agreement.
Paul Gebhardt, resident of Pacific Park Plaza, said he has not agreed to the colors that
have been proposed for the sign. The colors that are presented need to be discussed.
There was no one else wishing to speak, the public hearing was closed.
Chair Kuemmerle said she wanted to include standards for the South side sign in the
Conditions of Approval. After discussion, it was determined that this was not before the
Commission.
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